•

Leave Wollaton park via the Parkside gate and go down Wollaton Rise to turn right
onto Wollaton Vale’s shared pavement.

•

Continue as far as Grangewood Road—use the crossing to cross safely and then when
Grangewood bears left, turn right and then left onto Latimer Drive

•

Enter the Nottingham Canal nature reserve on your right, follow the track straight
until you reach Coventry Road

•

Dismount and cross carefully, then turn right and follow the shared pavement to
Balloon Woods crossroads—again, cross carefully and look for the bridleway entrance, with signs pointing to the Spring Farm shop

•

Follow the path straight until you reach a clear crossroads, and pass through the metal gate on your right. After this continue straight, bearing left when you have to, and
emerge onto Strelley village’s main street, where you turn left.

•

Opposite Strelley Hall entrance, enter the bridleway on your left. Follow it straight
until you come face-to-face with a farm, turn left. The path bears to the right and
becomes very muddy. Continue to emerge on Westby Lane between Babbington and
Awsworth, turn left.

•

At Awsworth Lane, either turn left for refreshments at Trinity Farm shop and café, or
continue across the road onto Newtons Lane, and follow it to the end.

•

Cross Shilo Way and pass through a wooden gate on the right to follow the Nottingham Canal (signposted to the Bennerley Viaduct viewing point). Pass through a
wooden gate on the left when signposted, to the Eastern end of the viaduct (up stairs
with a bike-pushing track).

•

At the Western end of the viaduct, turn left to head southwards down the Erewash
canal.

•

After passing under a road bridge, turn right over a footbridge signposted for Ilkeston
town centre, right again to emerge on a shared pavement on Millership way. Turn
right and continue to the roundabout.

•

Cross two roads carefully to continue on the shared pavement along Shilo way, until
you see the Nottingham canal nature reserve once more. Turn right and follow the
towpath, always following signs for the Broxtowe Country trail, past Trowell garden
centre, to emerge on Coventry Lane again. Cross carefully and head back to Wollaton
park via the same route that took us here at the start of the route.
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10% off a bike service
at NBW with a selfie
from the viaduct!

•

26km / 16 mile circular route from Wollaton Park to see the newly-opened
Bennerley Viaduct

•

Mostly off-road, some quiet side roads

•

This route will be muddy, expect to get your clothes and bike dirty. It’s
probably unsuitable for road bikes.

I’ve included a refreshment stop along the route at Trinity Farm shop
and café, as this is a longer route of the month than we’ve published
before.
Trinity farm is a certified biodynamic farm that has been growing for
over 20 years to provide organic food to local people. They have other
projects such as allotment club and WWOOFing, and sell a range of
healthy and tasty products in their shop, as well as delicious food and
drinks in the cafe. There is a porta-loo toilet available for customers,.

Bennerley viaduct was built in 1877 to carry trains on the Great Northern railway across the
Erewash valley. Unusually for the time it was constructed not with brick supports but
wrought iron, the latter being lighter and therefore less of a risk to damage from coalmining subsidence. It is the longest wrought iron viaduct in the country, at over a quarter of
a mile long!
It was closed to rail traffic in 1968 but was saved from demolition by the high cost of doing
so. It is a grade II* listed structure (meaning it is a “particularly important building of more
than special interest“) and has been restored by the Friends of Bennerley Viaduct to become a walking and cycling track, which opened to the public in January 2022.

This month, to encourage people to enjoy the route of the
month, we’re offering a 10% discount on bike services in our
workshop! All you have to do is show us a ‘selfie’ taken on or
near the viaduct.

